INTERNATIONAL TAEKWON-DO FEDERATION (ITF)
Global Media & Press Release Email Distribution Template (For INOs & MOs)
1. Email Subject 
	[PRESS RELEASE / PRIMARY HISTORICAL EVIDENCE] ITF Condemns Severe Historical Distortion in North Korea’s Unilateral UNESCO Nomination for Taekwon-Do


2. Email Body 
	To: [Name of News Desk / Culture & Sports Editor / Journalist]
From: [Name & Title of Sender, e.g., Secretary General, International Taekwon-Do Federation / President of INO/MO Name]
Dear Editor / Members of the Press,
Greetings from the International Taekwon-Do Federation (ITF).
Ahead of the 21st Session of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (November 30 – December 5, 2026, in Xiamen, China), we are writing to share verified primary historical evidence and the official position of the International Taekwon-Do Federation (ITF) regarding North Korea’s unilateral nomination of "Taekwon-Do" for inscription on the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage list.
Following a thorough review of North Korea’s official submission (National Inventory of Intangible Cultural Heritage No. 9, “Taekwon-Do,” updated in 2022), the ITF has identified severe historical fabrications designed to distort the true origin and evolution of Taekwon-Do:
• Fabrication of Ancient Continuity: North Korea falsely claims that Taekwon-Do evolved indigenously within its territory from ancient Koguryo Subak murals and Joseon-era Thaekkyon.
• Omission of True Origin: The dossier portrays Pyongyang as the historical center of Taekwon-Do while intentionally erasing its true birthplace in Seoul, South Korea, and its founding by General Choi Hong Hi in 1955.
To prevent falsified history from being legitimized in official United Nations records, the ITF and its global member organizations are releasing irrefutable primary historical records to the international media and mobilizing a worldwide citizen petition ahead of the November 30 UNESCO decision.
For your editorial review and coverage, we have attached the following press kit and high-resolution primary evidence:
[Attached Press Kit & Historical Evidence]
1. Official ITF Press Release (English / Korean): Full statement, fact-check comparison table, and details of the global online petition campaign (https://forms.gle/xbcxqrV6y7dxvveA8).
2. [Evidence 1 & 2] April 11, 1955 Naming Committee Records: Commemorative photograph and original 1955 newspaper clipping from Seoul, South Korea, proving the official naming and founding of modern Taekwon-Do.
3. [Evidence 3 & 4] September 1980 Pyongyang Demonstration Photos: Two historical photographs of Founding President General Choi Hong Hi and the ITF Demonstration Team’s first-ever visit to Pyongyang, featuring a gymnasium welcome banner ("Warmly Welcoming Mr. Choi Hong Hi and His Delegation Visiting the Homeland")—proving that Taekwon-Do did not exist in North Korea prior to September 1980.
4. [Evidence 5] North Korea’s UNESCO Nomination Dossier Excerpts: Original Korean and English text (11 pages total) of National Inventory No. 9 “Taekwon-Do” highlighting the distorted passages.
We kindly ask for your attention and coverage to help safeguard the authentic history of Taekwon-Do. Should you require interviews, additional historical archives, or further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact us directly.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
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